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Summary: Yang et aL (2009) designated the illustration 
in the protologue of Clematis koreana Kom. var. 
umbrosa Nakai ( Ranunculaceae ) as the lectotype. 
After that we discovered a specimen that might have 
been used as the basis for the description of the taxon 
by Nakai in the Herbarium of the University of Tokyo 
(TI). Therefore, according to ICBN 9.10, we choose this 
specimen, T. Nakai 7007, as the lectotype of Clematis 
koreana Kom. var. umbrosa Nakai. 

Clematis koreana Kom. var. umbrosa Nakai 
(Ranunculaceae) was described from Mt. 
Kanboho [Mt. Kwanmo], North Korea (Nakai 
1921), its only known locality (Nakai 1921, 
Tamura 1975, Lee 1996a, 1996b, Grey-Wilson 
2000). In the original description, Nakai (1921) 
indicated its habitat as “Corea: in umbrosis 
silvarum montis Kanboho 1200-1600 m”, but did 
not cite any specimens. 

Yang et al. (2009) revised Clematis sect. 
Atragene, and recognized five series, nine 
species, three subspecies, and 15 varieties in the 
section. In their revision, they proposed a new 
combination. Clematis alpina L. subsp. ochotensis 
(Pall.) Kuntze var. umbrosa (Nakai) W. J. Yang 
& L. Q. Liu, based on Nakai’s C. koreana var. 
umbrosa. When they proposed the treatment, they 
designated the illustration in the protologue as 
the type (lectotype) of C. koreana var. umbrosa 
without accounts. 

Recently we have found a specimen in the 
Herbarium of the University of Tokyo (TI). 
The specimen was collected on Mt. Kwanmo 
by T. Nakai in 1918, and is labeled with Nakai's 
handwriting, ’Clematis ochotensis Kom. var. 
umbrosa Nakai’ (Fig. 1). Furthermore one of four 


individuals mounted on the sheet is quite similar 
to the illustration in the protologue (Fig. 2, left). 
We have, therefore, concluded that this is the 
original specimen that Nakai (1921) used when he 
described C. koreana var. umbrosa. 

ICBN 9.10 says “In lectotype designation, an 
isotype must be chosen if such exists, or otherwise 
a syntype if such exists. If no isotype, syntype 
or isosyntype (duplicate of syntype) is extant, 
the lectotype must be chosen from among the 
paratypes if such exist. If no cited specimens 
exist, the lectotype must be chosen from among 
the uncited specimens and cited and uncited 
illustrations which comprise the remaining original 
material, if such exist.” (McNeill et al. 2006). 
According to ICBN 9.10, we choose this specimen 
as the lectotype of C. koreana Kom. var. umbrosa 
Nakai as follows. 

Clematis koreana Kom. var. umbrosa Nakai 
in Matsum., Icon. PI. Koisikav. 4(6): 107, t. 266 
(1921); in Bull Nat. Sci. Mus. Tokyo (31): 27 
(1952). Tamura in Acta Phytotax. Geobot. 15 : 
118 (1954). Lee, Col. Stand. Illust. Korean PI. 
Ill (1996); I .incam. FI. Korea. 323 (1996). Grey- 
Wilson, Clematis. 185 (2000). Yang & al. in J. 
Syst. Evol. 47(6): 573 (2009). 

Lectoype (designated here), NORTH 
KOREA. Mt. Kanboho (Mt. Kwanmo), 1200 m 
(T. Nakai 7007,19 July 1918, TI 25331). 

We thank Dr. David E. Boufford, Harvard 
University Herbaria, for checking the English 
grammar of the manuscript. 
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Fig. 1. Lectotype of Clematis koreana Kom. var. umbrosa Nakai (T. Nakai 7007, 19 July 1918, TI 25331). 
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Fig. 2. Illustration in the protologue of Clematis koreana Kom. var. umbrosa Nakai (left) and one of the 
individuals on the lectotype (right). Scale bar = 2 cm. 
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